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A Message from the Chairmg
of the Board g T
Greetings:

The Bible Academy Scco
ndary School i :
and has made an academic contribution (l\'l ‘:)‘chJ?&il)h[I;\ ARSI bt
B0k empire and 1 ‘ da r “thiopian students from all
:dvefrom the fs:cudcm\‘ ;lelxld \::(lwt: lohratl‘llli-()"N:‘)?”l);\ lwoh iy ‘:ludenla s gmdu:l-
ke Ethiopian Sc oo /o OL Lhese have qualified for college entrance
:':;ol:?ch; lmacll-c” ;;1?:\:1:] .S;hnol Leaving Certificate Examination. The rcccmgtudduio?\tal
. 2 \&cklcm?\c”:]c ‘[':r'i\;[l‘oux gral:\l of the people and Government of the®
5 g evelopment which enric ; : N |
R Ve arcater contributions. ich the school and enable it to

As 4 d“f"‘-'h - supported school-sponsored and financed by the Meserete Kristos
Church - it has made efforts at developing whole personalities of students. That is
to_say. basic to ”}C philosophy of education of the Church is the intellectual,
spiritual and physical education and development of the person without detracting
from the academic curriculum. Bible education is also given to the students of the
Academy and it is hoped that those who pass through the Academy will be whole-
some individuals and good citizens.

On behalf of the members of the Board, therefore, I would like to take this
opportunity (o commend the staff and students of the Academy for their endea-
vours to keep the Bible Academy a first-rate learning institution in Ethiopia.

Sincerely,

Negussay Ayele, Chairman
Meserete Kristos Church
Board of Education



THE BIBLE ACADEMY 1959-1971

L. ITS BEGINNING:

The Bible Academy located at Nazareth, is m;ducuuo?rulFa&ilct:m'nc ::ﬂ cro':l
mercial secondary school fully authorized by the Ministry li:‘ﬂ |‘crm of - instructiong
Arts of the Imperial Ethiopian Government. It opened its : VI s¢ girls and |hin‘¢'
on Meskerem 18, 1952 (September 29, 1959). At that time "_“'l‘ u:%xcl;cr.\ were |:|n
boys were enrolled and there were only two feachxy Hlu 1l-.r-\chim:' at .ll S.LU irﬁ

» Chester L. Wenger and Ato Daniel Lema who is presently tea g b
Alemaya College.

The School came into being as a result of the cﬂorh1 ulr nlnjl:?l;\-r‘\?:]';:::‘ll:::r‘ il;’:'
Ethiopians of the Mennonite Mission who saw the need of highe . or
Christian young people.

In 1959 the school began its operations in rented quarters in the town of
Nazareth. It was like a large family rather than a secondary schu.m_l It lacked the
facilities which a normal high school needs such as a library and science laboratory
Even for their meals students went to the Haile Mariam Mamo \lumurml_ Hospital,
However, despite all the difficulties they faced, Mr. Wenger and Ato Daniel worked
very well with what they had and, as a result, at the end of the year the
achievement the students made academically was most encouraging

The Academy was sponsored by Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions and
Charities which is represented by Mennonite Mission In Ethiopin . Today it is run

by & Board of Education appointed by the Meserete Kristos Church

The Meserete Kristos Church and the Mennonite Mission working together
in the operation of various. educational institutions. There are elementary schools,
hospitals and clinics being run by these two bodies. The necessary ds for these
projects, including funds for The Bible Academy which is heavily subsidized by the
Church, are provided by the Mission. It is hoped that in the future the Meserete
Kristos Church will be able to shoulder this without aid from at ]

In 1953 (E.C.) when the Academy began its second year of instruction. it
was moved to its present site about four kilometers southwest of the town of
Nazareth on the Wonji Road. New buildings were erected on a tract of land large
enough to provide an adequate playground, garden and farm. The enrollment for
the year was 4 total of 43 students—31 boys and 12 girls. The new buildings
classrooms, dormitory both for boys and girls, a dining hall and some
5 the years went by, the Academy continued to grow and develop.

rogram seeks (o give adequate background for those students
. ,,’nnd .foiel the need for “higher education. It also serves as
® interested in entering specialized schools. Several former Academy
I nursing schools in Addis Ababa. Others have gone to
Polytechnic Institute, and the Unitersity Lab. School.
five graduates of the Academy sat for the Ethiopian
imination. The result was not surprising because the
parec the exam. It was a 100%, pass. Ever since

-'maqy students for college entrance.

cademy are engaged in various fields serving
the Academy today are engineers, medical
d pastors,




1. PHILISOPHY

The Academy is pr i

. lemy oud of the my

wWhile we !:bchc\c that edtication “m..my learned men and women

the goal of the school. One of lhc\ cnc a1 o

Cry important, acaden IC exc

- . academic cellenc [

| of ¢ sch | ; % " ellence alone is not
dc\elup e \['llllll.\l as well ¢ th portant !Dd‘s of the school 15 10 foster and

achi " the X ¢ physical wellbeing
the teaching of the Bible is included m)m: p::&lr}'mm, rorhmc students. Therefore
The curriculum is des am of the school. ;
Y igned basicall
oullmed by the 2 g R dmorcyes y to follow the . PR & i
as y the Ministry of Educaion and l"mlc‘t .\\::vm:\.lé)m:u?unl c‘:xrmull:m
¢ . aAplations have en

made to allow the inclusion of B
nade ible ¢ 7
Sgnificance. le courses and other courses of special Christian

The school aims 0 n

‘ : eet the educational [

B e make it e 3 ational standards of Ethiopi, : :

sa‘omuid P dc\c‘l“‘-;:x:h-lk(!‘lm' the student to take Bible courses cj;scuu‘llll:d'dc‘:‘n 1‘\23
g Christian character and preparing for Christian hl'cgund

service. The teaching of the Bible S
cr : ¢ helps the stude a loy: '
citizen of his country and communily‘ it e R Sy

Private and missio : . .

them feel apart |'mmLlllhcj&rl“::\lrx k:‘::t:llr(:":d*l;v |l'\|$u|luh: their fundents anc /RS

needs and problems, What we aim for at ll:: X“::dc:\‘:lni‘:”::x;m:-d:l‘\;‘l'll'nn:u‘:c Sr :

young people who will be conscious and rc.\p(msihlc'cinzcns. AL‘("'h:Tli'x::Ndil&::'cs

fr_om olh_cr persons, not in his immunity to national or local problems h-ullr;uher in

his reaction o .\l.lk‘h problems. We hope to have our students very .much involved
in community affairs and help their fellow citizens n constructive projects such as
Ilteltacy campaigns, town-cleaning campaigns, home economics and cultural (theater)
5 projects.

Students interested - a business occupation can take commercial courses in
| grades eleven and twelve and graduate with a commercial diploma.

The student at the Academy is encouraged 10 enrich his or her life through
Jeisure pursuils which recreate body, mind, and spirit. Sports activities are available
for everyone. Clubs provide expression for a variety of interests such as sewing, cook-
ing, crafts, agriculture, photography and mechanics. Students also have opportunity
to develop music appreciation through piano lessons, mUusic class and chorus.

TS ENROLLMENT
Ty number of students enrolled in The Bible Academy has steadily increased
ar a5 shown by the following:

EﬁROLLMENT STATISTICS

- New
X Girls Total Students
16 16
- 43 31
12
17 54 13
56 23
13 5
60 25
17
80 4\
2 04 S2
i l 46
Y 113
46

114



New

v s Girls Total Students V. 1
l;(:;~6‘) 7ay 4 llgi .-?; m-:an
1969-70 8!, :32 124 43 consis
Dl S i ';
TOTAL 750 395 1,045 Al |
As the number of students grew every ¥e arvl'h-‘;] A(‘l'lacdan]zu:::ll) ct?‘i\i:g:l:)iand !
developing its resources. One of the ways In v.h;; providing qualified staff. ® I

maintain high academic standards is by adequate

The following table shows the number of &
their qualifications.

culty members each year wity

FACULTY
Qualifications
American  Ethiopian Diploma B.A. or B.S. oA Total
5
1959-60 I 1 | ; %
1960-61 3 1 1 X ' s
1961-62 4 1 1 2 2 2
1962-63 S 2 | ¥ 5 10
1963-64 9 I 3 3 In a
1964-65 9 I 3 ! - i it
1965-66 9 I 3 3 2 0 sche
1966-67 7 2 4 3 & 9
1967-68 8 3 3 6 : 11
1968-69 8 2 1 7 2 10 V.
1969-70 8 3 3 6 x 11
1970-71 6 5 3 6 2 A xca
1971-72 6 5 3 6 y 11 ¢t
Also the performance of The Bible Academy graduates in the ESLCE are
shown below.
GRADUATE STATISTICS
ESLCE pass ", Gradoates
12th in 5 or more  Qualified for
Graders Graduates subjects College Entrance
5 5 100%
5 27%
9 27%
R} 43%
9 32%
10 25%
14 43%
11 29%,
i 267,
74 Av. 39%

_Our expectations, they were always
and the curriculum revised w



iv. THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
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¢ gl - 5 e
the Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities Salunga, Pa. US.A. yng

the Meserete Kristos Church.

VI. DEVELOPMENT

In an effort to improve its facilities the / »
organizations to help in its development project.

The Bible Academy Development project was ﬁ_"“““:rd(.“'ml‘:‘,l‘f:"‘lm(.rmm the
Netherlands Government, granted through the Inter-C h‘":": ) f)-‘:;‘ '“ o (;'.“n““cc
for Development Aid. The grant totaled  Eth. SZ(»H.'-;h,“ :':‘.\ ,‘hm“‘t‘.‘r :mfmca
by Eth. $89.375.00 contributed by the Bible Academy. This gives a project total of
Eth. $357,500.00.

The buildings were constructed by & local contractor, /l\wdlc;l‘:mnc Gashaw,
The furniture and equipment were partially made at the schoo .;n : l\; rlclsl [.mrgha\-
ed with the guidance of the school staff. The description of the buildings is as
follows:

he Academy has been CoONLACting  interested

The Auditorium has a seating capacity of 300, and an clevated stage. It is
designed to be a multi-purpose building for pll schmyl_ functions, and is suitable
for chours, drama, cinema projection and religious services o

The Library-Science building includes three classrooms, & science laboratory,
science lecture room, library and offices,

The Student Center contains a clinic, school shop, home economics room, a

recreation room, and lounge. It is designed to meet the needs of boarding students
for indoor recreation and relaxation.

The project is a significant addition to the school facility. Students previously
crowded in the same classroom all can now move to meet in rooms specialized for
each teaching need. There is more chance for each student to wark with his hands
as well as his mind, which is another educational dimension the school will empha-
size in the future.

With the Development Project just described The Bible Academy looks more
like a college than a high school. The enrollment for this year is a total of 134
students. In fact, when one considers the facilities, the number of buildings and the
amount of land on which the Academy is built, it seems that this institution is
t to be fully utilized. In other words to make maximum use of what is available,
» students must be accepted, but this requires the recruiting of more teachers
btaining more funds. The tuition which the students pay. however, is not

mainly (o financial limitations, the number of students that
less than the present facilities could accomodate.

eat possibilities for the future. But it will require the co-
‘and groups for it to achieve its full potential. Itis the
tion which operates the Academy that the
le who will make a positive contribution to



